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Direction and Choreography: Neil leremia, ONZM
Performers: Demi-Jo Sefo, Rodney Tyrell,

Fuaao Tutulu Faith Schuster, Vincent Farane,

Leki Jackson-Bourke, Deija Vukona, Justice Kalolo
Composer: Faiumu Matthew Salapu aka Anonymouz
Lighting Designer: JAX Messenger

Costume Design: Tina Thomas

Makeup Design: Kiekie Stanners

Commissioned by Sharjah Art Foundation
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Production Management: Hori Asami
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Coordinators: Kanda Tamami, Nozaki Miki, Hayashi Machiko, Hayashi Mei,
Shinoda Shiori, Tazawa Mizuki, Ouki Tamiko, Konaka Yasue, Saito Yuri,

Stage Manager: Kawakami Daijiro (Scale Laboratory)
Lighting Manager: Yoshida Kazuya (DEZAR inc.)
Sound Manager: Doi Shinjiro (Hanashin Co., Ltd.)

Production Assistant: Imai Ayako, Yamamoto Mugiko
Translation : Yamada Kyle (Art Translators Collective)
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Black Grace

[Paradise Rumour]
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A company of dancers who share heritage from Samoa or other Pacific Islands, or Maori heritage from

Aotearoa/New Zealand, performs in Japan for the first time in twenty years. The Pacific Islands gained the

image of being a paradise, but this performance looks behind that image to reveal the histories of immigrant

communities exposed to discrimination and prejudice. Through lively, powerful movement and expression,

four dancers each convey different parts of those experiences, representing hope + resistance, sorrow +

acceptance, control + release, and faith + crisis.
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Black Grace is a dance company whose founder, Neil leremia is
Samoan, and whose members have roots in various Pacific Islands
neighboring Aotearoa, New Zealand. Since its founding in 1995, it
has become New Zealand’ s foremost contemporary dance company.
It has won the highest praises internationally for its distinctive style,
which fuses traditional dance and ceremonial motions of the South
Pacific with contemporary dance. About 20 years have passed since
Black Grace’ s last performance in Japan in 2005.
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Neil leremia is arguably New Zealand’s most accomplished choreographer,
a creative entrepreneur and inspirational leader. Motivated to provide a
different perspective and fresh voice in the dance scene, leremia founded
Black Grace in 1995. Since then, he has changed the face of contemporary
dance in New Zealand and turned Black Grace into one of the most
recognizable and iconic cultural brands. His Company tours the length and
breadth of New Zealand developing new audiences and a new appreciation
for dance. Internationally, his work has been presented in Australasia,
Europe, Asia and North America. Neil received a 2005 Arts Laureate Award
and in 2016, was appointed an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit
for services to dance.
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Of Filipino and Malaysian heritage, Demi-Jo is originally from Australia
and graduated from the New Zealand School of Dance in 2015 with a

Diploma in Dance Performance. She made her professional debut
touring with Black Grace to France and the Netherlands in 2016.
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Born and raised in Samoa, Faith’s first experience in dance was with
traditional Siva Samoa. Since moving to New Zealand in 2008, she has
completed a Bachelor’s Degree in Performing Arts and Screen Arts and
taught at various dance academies. Faith has worked with Black Grace
since 2021.
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Leki Jackson-Bourke
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Leki Jackson-Bourke is an award-winning, multi-disciplinary
creative/performing artist of Niuean, Tongan and Samoan descent. Leki

has toured Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia, USA, Europe and the
Pacific through multiple Pacific Theatre productions.

PYRAT4RX-H00
Justice Kalolo

BVETRD 21K, 7AYHBYHE7ZO/AT/TTEEFN, YETDT
FAR=FIZHDININFTHEE, tDE, —a—>—F2F Uz
VI ZHZAT— - Ny I TED, HETDFAT/IRT+—< VD
EoMNTT, M- T77H7) 22— =SV FEBSERTHEU.,
2024 F(ZFEEE,

Justice is 21 years of age and is of Samoan descent. Born in Pago Pago,
American Samoa and from the Village of Ulutogia, Aleipata, Samoa,
Justice was raised in Lower Hutt, Wellington. His first experience of live
performance was through church, which inspired him to study and train
at Toi Whakaari New Zealand Drama School where he graduated in 2024.
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Of Samoan descent, Rodney grew up in West Auckland and first
discovered dance as a teenager, partaking in cultural performances and
hip-hop. After graduating with a Bachelor in Performing and Screen Arts
majoring in Contemporary Dance in 2015, he made his professional debut
on an international tour with Black Grace to the United States in 2017.
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Of Samoan descent, Vincent graduated from the Manukau Institute of
Technology with a Bachelor of Creative Arts-Performing Arts in 2019.
Vincent has multiple interests alongside dance, also working in theatre,
television, music and youth development, which has seen him perform
throughout Europe, Asia and the Americas for various projects.
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Deija is a Tauranga-born movement artist of Fijian, New Zealand
European and American descent. Deija graduated in 2023 with a

Diploma in Dance Performance and Diploma in Dance. This tour marks
Deija’s international debut with Black Grace.




